This was originally posted on the community newsgroup on 7/27/2005. The Suite 12 and Suite 12 Paradox SP2 installations can make major changes to your configurations!

First, he did the WP12 SP2

OK, done with testing, here is what they do:

WPO12 SP0 and SP1 are configured thusly...

CFG file is \Program Files\Common Files\Borland Shared\BDE\idapi32.cfg

NetDir is C:\

WPO12 SP2 changes that to...

CFG file is \Documents and Settings\All Users\Application Data\Borland\idapi32.cfg

NetDir is \Documents and Settings\All Users\Application Data\Borland\NetDir

Then he did the WP12 Paradox SP2

This thing is a hoot! It flips the BDE Cfg back to the SP0 and SP1 location!

2nd message, with more details and a bit more clarity:

This is where BDE is configured to look for its Cfg file...

[HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Borland\Database Engine]

"CONFIGFILE01"="D:\\Program Files\\Common Files\\Borland Shared\\BDE\\IDAPI32.CFG"

SP0 and SP1 of WPO and Pdx MSI files have it in THIS location.

SP2 MSP for WPO flips THIS REGISTRY to a new location and the CFG file in that new location points at the new NetDir. The original / unedited CFG file is still in this location.

Then I found the Pdx SP2 MSP and ran it with the computer in the above state. If flips the registry back to the original location for the CFG file (that file was still there on disk this entire time) and does not change the contents of the CFG... binary still matches the CFG file I saved of after the install of PDX MSI and WPO MSI installed in that order.

3rd message, still more details:

Adding "usage" to BDE makes the behavior of the MSP's change. Here's a run down of what to expect from the two MSP's for SP2.

I installed the WPO12 SP2 MSP first, then Pdox SP2 MSP. I am NOT doing this test again the other way round...

WPO12 SP2 MSP:

Copies the existing BDE Cfg and changes the NetDir even though I had the NetDir pointed at P:\Locks

Existing aliases are maintained

Pdox SP2 MSP:

Creates a brand stink'n new BDE CFG back in the BDE program dir this time, with no aliases, and the NetDir stays pointed the way WPO SP2 MSP configured it... totally different behavior than running this MSP on a box where the apps have never been started or settings configured!

I really feel bad for the folks trying to deploy via the MSI standard... this SP2 stuff really stinks. My head hurts... time for lunch!

Finally, the Registry changes:

I'll dig through what the Paradox Registry Cleanup EXE does as I decide if I will allow it to run at each logon in my environment.

The file C:\Program Files\Paradox\Programs\PdxRegCl.ini

basically tells what this wiz-bang cleanup should do. They drop (deltree) all of:

HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Corel\Paradox\11

HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Corel\Paradox\11.0

There must be corruption thing they are taking this extreme whack against. I sure have not seen it, and don't care to have all of those preferences wiped out... thus I don't plan on letting this program stay in the RUN key.
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